THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

Nisonger Center


Dear Program Directors,
I am a clinical psychology graduate student at The Ohio State University, specializing in autism spectrum disorders and intellectual disability.  I am conducting a study investigating the usefulness of screening measure, the Social Communication Questionnaire, to identify autism spectrum disorders in adults.  My advisor, Dr. Betsey Benson, Director of Adult Behavior Support Services at the Nisonger Center, is supervising this study.

Community awareness of the increasing rates of autism spectrum disorders among children has grown considerably over the past few years, but much less is known about the prevalence of this disorder in adults.  Thus, appropriate screening measures to identify and assess features of autism spectrum disorders in adults are needed.  My project is an attempt to fill this gap and meet the needs of this population by investigating one promising instrument that may efficiently and accurately identify adults in need of further assessment and treatment for autism spectrum disorders.

The study consists of five questionnaires to be completed by a parent and/or a support professional of an individual with intellectual disability and/or an autism spectrum disorder, covering a broad range of behaviors and demographic information.  The only requirement for participation by raters is that they have worked with the client whom they are rating for at least six months.  The questionnaires should require about 45 minutes to one hour of the raters’ time, and they will be provided an addressed, stamped envelope in which to return the materials to the researchers.  For participating, raters will receive a $15 gift card to Target, Giant Eagle, or Kroger.  If support professionals have worked with more than one of the clients who meets criteria, they may rate up to 3 clients, and they will receive a $15 gift card for each client that they rate.   The Ohio State University Institutional Review Board has approved this research. 

Participants with Intellectual Disability (with and without autism) would be asked to allow a support professional or parent/caregiver to complete these questionnaires about their behavior and to allow the researchers to review their agency files for diagnostic information.  Participants with ID will not be required to complete any paperwork other than assent/consent forms.  They will receive a $5 gift card to either Wendy’s or AMC Movie Theaters for agreeing to participate, regardless of whether a support professional completes questionnaires about them.

If you have any questions or would like results of the study once it is complete, please feel free to contact either researcher.  For additional questions or concerns, please contact the Office of Responsible Research Practices (ORRP) at 614-688-8457, located at 300 Research Foundation Building, 1960 Kenny Road, Columbus, OH, 43210-1063.

We are very appreciative of your time and energy.  This project would not be possible without your help!!

Sincerely,

Whitney Brooks. M.A.


  
           
        Betsey A. Benson, Ph.D.
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