Subject: HB 795 – Protect Access While Strengthening Program Integrity
Dear Representative [Name],
I am writing on behalf of [organization name], a provider of services and supports for people with developmental disabilities in [community/county/region]. Our organization serves approximately [number] individuals and families and employs [number] staff across [number] locations/counties.
Like all Ohioans, we support efforts to address fraud, waste, and abuse within the Medicaid system. Individuals with disabilities, families, providers, and taxpayers all benefit when public resources are protected and accountability is strengthened.
At the same time, any changes to the system should be carefully evaluated to ensure they do not create unintended consequences for the people who rely on these services every day.
As HB 795 moves forward, I encourage you to support amendments that preserve access to services while ensuring oversight efforts remain targeted to identified risks. In particular, I encourage support Amendment Numbers AM_136_2809, AM_136-2819, and 2794. These amendments:
· Protect access to services for people with disabilities and their families by ensuring program integrity efforts are focused on documented risks and supported by data.
· Clarify that services legally authorized in a person's service plan while they are hospitalized are not automatically treated as fraudulent or used to classify providers as high-risk. Individuals with developmental disabilities sometimes require staff support in hospitals to address communication, behavioral support, and transition needs.
· Exclude developmental disabilities residential services billed on a daily rate, habilitation services, transportation services, and ICF services from expanded EVV requirements. These services are fundamentally different from traditional in-home visit-based services and were not designed around visit verification models.
· Avoid imposing duplicative audit and reporting requirements on providers that are already subject to extensive oversight, cost reporting, and payment review processes.
· Maintain opportunities for family members to provide services. The bill's current language could prohibit both family caregivers and family members employed by provider agencies from supporting their loved ones. Such a broad prohibition would reduce access to services, limit individual choice, and further strain an already challenged workforce. 
As a provider, we are already hearing concerns from individuals and families about [staffing shortages/service availability/future access to services/uncertainty regarding supports/other local concern].
[Optional: Share a brief example of what you are hearing from individuals, families, or staff.]
Ohio can and should address fraud, waste, and abuse. Those efforts should be targeted, evidence-based, and implemented in ways that protect access to services for the people and families who depend on them.
Thank you for your consideration and for your service to our community.
Sincerely,
[Name]
[Title]
[Organization]
