
GOOD SHEPHERD FOUNDATION OF OHIO 
Columbus, Ohio 
 
GRANT APPLICATION 2026 
 
The GOOD SHEPHERD FOUNDATION OF OHIO [The Foundation] considers applications for 
the funding of grants to organizations that enhance the lives and well being of individuals with 
developmental disabilities. The Foundation sprang up from the former Friends of Good Shepherd 
Manor, which was a medium/large sized ICF and several residential group homes in southern 
Ohio. In 2010, in an effort to upgrade the campus and build new replacement facilities, it became 
apparent to the board of directors that the State of Ohio was heading in a new direction regarding 
residential facility standards that was in conflict with our current operation. While the State of 
Ohio did grant us a waiver to continue with construction of some new homes on our campus, it 
ultimately became financially unfeasible. The board made the difficult decision to sell the property 
and bed licenses to an organization that we felt assured would see our dreams and plans for our 
residents to fruition. Three new eight-bed homes were constructed on our former campus and 
two additional eight-bed homes were constructed in several residential neighborhoods in 
Waverly, Ohio, achieving the goals we put forth.  
 
As a result of the sale of our property and bed licenses, the board of Friends of Good Shepherd 
Manor used the sale funds to form a 501[c][3] Public Charity that was transformed into a 
501[c][3] Private Foundation in 2018. During the years the board operated the Friends of Good 
Shepherd Manor, we struggled, as a small rural facility in a struggling area of the state, to obtain 
funding for items that were above and beyond the normal requirements for daily living for our 
residents. Vacations, sports teams, new furniture to replace old, trips to the zoo or a baseball 
game were difficult to provide without outside donations or special fund raising events. And in an 
impoverished rural community setting, fundraising was difficult. Our board members were the 
parents or siblings of residents and most lived out of the area and state. So there was little 
opportunity to network with funding sources within the state of Ohio. 
 
As the board of The Foundation, we are all too familiar with how difficult it can be for a small 
organization to raise funds to allow for extracurricular activities for residents. Small organizations 
often lack expertise in or resources for marketing and fundraising.  As such, the board has 
established The Foundation to award grants to organizations that would like to provide 
extracurricular activities for their residents but find funding difficult. We are not limiting our grants 
to only residential facilities but also to non-profit organizations that could provide learning and 
enrichment opportunities to residents of group homes and ICF facilities. 
 
While there is never a guarantee that any organization will receive or continue to receive funding, 
we anticipate that GSFO may no longer be in a position to award grants within the next three to 
five years.  
 
Grant applications that are MORE likely to be accepted include those which: 

● Impact a medium-sized group of residents or staff rather than an individual or very large 
group. 

● Provide enrichment opportunities such as art instruction, gardening, sponsoring  sports 
teams, attending concerts, attending sporting events, day trips to cultural events or 
locations such as zoos, museums, craft shows, etc. 



● Funding for materials to provide the basis for art activities, growing gardens, building 
projects, etc. that provide hands-on learning and fun. 

● Applications received from organizations located in Ohio. 
● Applications should be one year only and the funding should be spent within the current 

and following fiscal year, ending in June. 

Grant applications that are LESS likely to be accepted include those which: 

● Fund travel or scholarships for one person or a small group to outside of Ohio. 
● Are typically funded by operating budgets or already have established funding resources. 
● Request reimbursement for items purchased or projects funded by other entities prior to 

grant request. 
● Fund for a single individual. 
● Involve “Bricks and Mortar” or consumable supplies other than for the direct use of 

residents for specific enrichment projects. 

OTHER PROCEDURES AND INFORMATION 
Prior to making your grant application it is advisable that you contact The Foundation to check to 
see that your project or program matches the published interests of The Foundation. 
 
Contact information: 
Robert L. Grundey, Board President 
Good Shepherd Foundation of Ohio 
7191 Bride Water Blvd 
Columbus, Ohio 43235 
614-208-6524 
goodshepherdfoundationofohio@gmail.com 
 
 
 
GOOD SHEPHERD FOUNDATION OF OHIO 
Grant Application 
      
All submissions are to be provided to Robert Grundey at the above noted addresses, one hard 
copy by USPS mail or Delivery Service, and one copy by email, no later than MAY 1 of the 
calendar year. 
 
All applications must be submitted using the Ohio Common Grant Form - Grant Application 
Short Form. To download this form visit Ohio Grant Form [OGF] website at:  
www.ohiograntmakers.org 
 
All application submissions will be reviewed by the full board at our annual meeting at the end of 
May each year. Applicants will be notified of the outcome of funding requests in early June after 
the board meeting. 
 
Approval or rejection of any and all applications shall be at the sole discretion of the board of 
directors of the Good Shepherd Foundation of Ohio. The board reserves the right to waive any 
irregularities of the submission process it deems appropriate. 
Other than notification to individual applicants, no information as to the outcome of the grant 
awards will be provided other than by the organization’s tax filing.  



 
 


