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News, Resources and Events for OPRA Members

HB 141: The Ohio Senate Health Committee held the second hearing for HB 141 which creates
prescribed pediatric extended care centers. This was the first hearing in the Senate on the bill. OPRA
submitted this written testimony in support of the bill. You can watch a recording of the hearing
here. You can view bill language and all submitted testimony here.

Rule Comments: This week, OPRA submitted comments on a set of rules released for clearance
recently. The comments highlight the contrast between what has been shared with stakeholders and
system partners and what has been proposed in these rules. Several rules contain provisions not
discussed with stakeholders or appearing significantly different than discussed in workgroup
meetings. We submitted these comments with support of the Values and Faith Alliance (VFA) and
the Arc of Ohio. Click here to read.

Town Hall Tuesday: OPRA is pleased to announce an upcoming Town Hall Tuesday webinar on
Tuesday, March 24 at 10:00 a.m., focused on SB 35 – Supported Decision Making. We encourage you
and your staff to join us in this important conversation. We are excited to welcome Kristen Henry
from APSI, who will provide an overview of the legislation and discuss its implications for providers
and individuals served. If you currently have questions regarding SB35, please send your questions
ahead of time to Rachel or Christine. Click here to learn more and register.

State of the State- This week, Governor DeWine
delivered his final State of the States address to
members of the Ohio General Assembly. The
Governor primarily reflected on the work his
administration completed over the past seven
years, focusing on issues like childhood literacy,
decline of overdose deaths, and economic
development in the state. Ohio’s DD system and
DSPs received a shout out in the first few minutes
of the speech. You can watch the speech here.

Registration is open for this
year’s OPRA Great Provider
Summit in Cleveland! Click here
to learn more about the event,
including Wednesday’s Pre-
Conference training on
Appreciative Inquiry. See you
there!
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Call for Celebrations! In 2026, we’re excited
to close out our Friday calls with member
celebrations, ending each call on a positive
note and a bit of good news. If there’s
something you’d like Pete or the team to
celebrate during a Friday call, we’d love to
hear it! This could include retirements,
milestones, big events, great stories,
birthdays, or any other moments worth
recognizing. Please email Scott with the
subject line “OPRA Celebrations” and let us
know what you’d like us to celebrate.

In Case You Missed It...

3/16: OPRA CEO/DOO/CFO/Business Manager
Network

3/18: OPRA Business Operations Committee

3/19: OPRA Regional Meeting Districts 1 & 2

3/20: OPRA Regional Meeting District 3

Click here for a full list of upcoming DODD
training events

Additional Updates From The OPRA Team and System Partners

News & ResourcesUpcoming Events

Memo Monday: Click here to read this week’s Memo Monday, which includes info on a Preventing
Misappropriation Webinar, the Innovation Summit 2026﻿, the Tech Summit 2026, and the March
Session of the 2026 Provider Training Series.

“Ohio lawmakers are mixed on Gov. Mike
DeWine’s final State of the State”

“Committee hears testimony on issues with new
developmental disabilities assessment tool” 

“DOL selects participants for national effort to
expand employment opportunities for individuals

with disabilities”

2026 DD Awareness Month: We’re Here: Then,
Now, Always.

We’d like to welcome our newest
provider members to the OPRA

Community!

Caring Hearts Residential
Services

Finding Purpose

Phase 1 Home Care Services

You’ve Got This LLC

Check out this video from our
friends at Brookhill Industries in
cleberation of Developmental
Disability Awareness Month. ‘We
Are Everyday People!”
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