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EDUCATION

After failing, 1,4 GED

Iter falling, 1,425 get pass
By Bill Bush has retroactively lowered manager with GED Testing  to 145 from 150 on a scale of
The Columbus Dispatch thepassing score, causing Service in Washington, D.C. 200, the number of Ohioans

1,425 Ohioans who failed “The test measures critical ~ passing the test remains
After criticism that the the test over the past two thinking and problem-solv-  ata historic low. Before the

passage rate on the GED years to be notified that they ing skills, and that doesn’t change, 3,699 people in the
high school equivalency actually passed it. change at all. We simply state passed the test last .
test had plunged, the for- “The GED test itself adjusted the passing score.” year, down from more

. profit company that has isn’t changing,” said Scott _But even with the

the monopoly on the test Salesses, staterelationship  lower passing score, down ' SEE GED, A5
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than 15,000 1in 2013,

~ the year before the firm
~introduceda tougher, :
more expensive version
of the GED test. Cntlcs
saidthe test was gea.red
more to advanced col-~

. legereadiness thanbasic indivi

math and writing skills
that could be used to.
help land a job.

Lowering the score
added about 700to* . -
the pasmngnumhu'
last year, bringing it to
around 4,400 —less
than a quarter of the
number who passed the
testin 2013.

The decision to lower
the passing score came
after the company
discoveredthat many
students with GEDs
were doing better on
college-entrance exams
than were those with -
high school delomas,
Salesses said.

_ “That’s great news,
but at the same time,
this is a high school
equivalency test,”
Salesses said. “We don’t

-want to ask more of

. them. We don’t want to

‘askless of them.”

The1,425 test takers  cor
- learnedinemailslast
- weekthattheyhave

asseda]lm_: g__

‘the Transmonal Work-
force Departmentat
Columbus State Com-
munity College. GED
Testing Service raised
the bar too high too
quickly, House said.
The evolution of the
test “went not from A to

. B,itwentfromAtoZ,”

he said.

While the change
will likely motivate
more people to get
their equivalency
certificate, the test
is still too expen-
sive for manv peoble.

costto $120totakeall
ed -'fau:partsinzow -Ohm‘

to anyone,” Yamaguchl
said. .
After the new test was
implemented, Ohio’s
GED passageratein
2014 plunged to 49
percent for those who
completed all parts of
the test,down from
rates in the mid-70s or
low-80s for the years
before the change. Last
year, 66 percent passed.
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