Draft Letter to the Ohio Congressional Delegation
(You may personalize by adding your organization name, contact, local examples, etc.)
[Date]
The Honorable [Member Name]
[United States House of Representatives / United States Senate]
[Address]
Washington, DC 20510 (or appropriate zip)
Dear [Senator/Representative Last Name]:
I write on behalf of [YOUR ORGANIZATION], which supports individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD) and the provider community across Ohio. We are deeply concerned about the looming lapse of Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits beginning November 1, if the current federal government shutdown continues, and the severe, immediate risk this poses to thousands of Ohioans with I/DD who rely on SNAP to purchase food and maintain daily nutrition.
In Ohio, more than 1.3 million people rely on SNAP, and nationally, households that include a person with a disability experience food insecurity at rates up to four times higher than households without disabilities. For individuals with I/DD, SNAP is an essential support tied directly to health and nutritional stability. Because many rely on fixed incomes and carefully managed budgets, any lapse in food benefits can immediately jeopardize their health and place them at heightened risk of crisis.
We respectfully urge you to take immediate action at the federal level to prevent the November 1 interruption of SNAP benefits by:
· Ensuring continued federal SNAP funding during the shutdown, through legislative extension or other emergency measures; and
· Recognizing individuals with disabilities as a high-risk population in any federal protections or interim relief strategies.
We welcome the opportunity to support your efforts by sharing data, connecting you with constituents, or helping identify practical solutions that protect this vulnerable population. Thank you for your leadership and for your prompt attention to this urgent matter.
Sincerely,
[Name]
[Title]
[Organization]
[Contact Information]

