Draft Letter to the Governor DeWine and Interim Director Nash
(You may personalize by adding your organization name, contact, local examples, etc.)
[Date]
Governor Mike DeWine
Riffe Center, 30th Floor
77 S. High Street
Columbus, OH 43215
Interim Director Lyndsay Nash
Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities
50 W. Town Street, Suite 400
Columbus, OH 43215
Dear Governor DeWine and Director Nash:
On behalf of [YOUR ORGANIZATION], I am writing with urgent concern regarding the potential interruption of SNAP benefits on November 1 if the federal government shutdown continues. Thousands of Ohioans with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD) rely on SNAP to purchase food and maintain their health. A sudden loss of access to food benefits will place this population at immediate risk and could quickly escalate into a statewide health and humanitarian crisis.
We respectfully request that the State convene an emergency stakeholder meeting within the week to develop a coordinated contingency plan. This plan should include County Boards of DD, providers, people with disabilities and family members, ODJFS, and other relevant partners, and it should explore strategies such as:
· Use of emergency state funds or bridge supports for food access
· Temporary waiver flexibilities, including home-delivered meals or participant-directed goods and services to cover nutritional needs
· Rapid coordination with food banks and local hunger-relief networks
· Clear statewide communication to individuals, families, and providers about how to access emergency food supports while benefits are disrupted
For individuals with I/DD, SNAP is an essential support tied directly to health and nutritional stability. A proactive, coordinated response now will prevent crisis later.
Thank you for your leadership and partnership. We stand ready to participate in emergency planning and support rapid implementation of any strategies developed.
Sincerely,
[Name]
[Title]
[Organization]
[Contact Information]

