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News, Resources and Events for OPRA Members

State Budget: Hearings for HB 96, the state biennium budget bill continue next week with the
testimony of DODD’s Director Hauck. A panel of representatives from our budget coalition will also
be testifying that day, with public testimony on DODD services the following week. Earlier today we
sent budget templates and instructions for submitting written testimony to Agency CEOs (agency
contact list). That information can also be found here on the OPRA State Budget Resource Page.

Employment Services:  Following the events of the past few weeks, DODD is no longer moving
forward with Basic Employment Skills Training (BEST) as part of the July waiver amendment. This
decision comes after weeks of stakeholder feedback and concern about DODD’s latest rule
proposals, which abandoned planned rate enhancements for Group Employment Supports and
included new definitions for ‘community integration’ in BEST that we and other stakeholders believed
would restrict access to community-based prevocational services. At this point, we have no
indication if/when DODD plans to reconvene a stakeholder group to pursue policy changes that
support people on their paths toward integrated employment. Please contact Scott with questions or
additional feedback.

Medicaid Week of Action: Given potential proposed cuts to the Medicaid program in the upcoming
Federal budget, our partners at ANCOR have organized “a Week of Action to protect and
strengthen Medicaid”. The #SaveMedicaid week of action will be February 24-28. ANCOR will be
providing “simple yet impactful actions to ensure members of Congress hear about the importance of
Medicaid.” Given the importance of Medicaid in funding disability services in Ohio and across the
country, we also encourage members to contact your representatives in the US Congress to share
your story and emphasize the importance of funding for disability services.

DD Coalition letter to Ohio’s Congressional Delegation: Earlier today, we sent a letter emphasizing
the importance of Medicaid to Ohioans with disabilities and asking our Congressional Delegation to
protect Medicaid. The letter can be found here.

Workforce Event: DODD is hosting a Workforce Symposium on Wednesday, March 26 from 9:00 –
4:30. Many members of the OPRA community will be featured. More info and registration here. 

Members of the OPRA
team had the opportunity
to attend The Alpha
Group’s Laugh and Luck
Review Raffle Mystery
Dinner Theater fundraiser.
Congratulations to Liz
Owens-Detillion and her
team for a great event

Last week, the OPRA team
volunteered at the Mid-Ohio
Food Collective as part of our
#OPRAGivesBack efforts.
Thanks to Rachel for
organizing this  great time of
giving back to the
community.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ohio-provider-resource-association/about/
https://www.facebook.com/OhioProviderResourceAssociation/
https://twitter.com/OhioProviderRA
http://www.opra.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb-jIZqNsmWWnMvdDP746cw
https://opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sd/news_article/583099/_PARENT/layout_details/false
mailto:smarks@opra.org
https://www.governing.com/policy/republicans-face-pushback-on-potential-medicaid-overhaul
https://www.ancor.org/capitol-correspondence/save-the-date-savemedicaid-week-of-action/
https://www.ancor.org/capitol-correspondence/save-the-date-savemedicaid-week-of-action/
https://www.congress.gov/members/find-your-member
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sd/news_article/584031/_PARENT/layout_details/false
https://reg.planetreg.com/E11712826134639
https://mofc.org/
https://mofc.org/
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OPRA invites you to submit session proposals for our 2025 Spring Conference, scheduled for May 29
& 30 at the Hilton Columbus at Easton (3900 Chagrin Drive, Columbus, Ohio). This year’s focus is on
advancing the business of delivering high-quality I/DD services through strategic leadership,
operational excellence, and innovation.
Conference Theme: Building Great Providers. The OPRA Spring Conference emphasizes the
importance of building “Great Providers” who:

Deliver Person-Centered, Outcome-Focused Services1.
Invest in and Support Qualified Staff2.
Cultivate Strong Leadership and Partnerships3.
Establish Strong Operational Foundations4.
Advocate and Innovate Continuously5.

The deadline to submit your session proposal is Friday, March 7, 2025.
If you have any questions, please contact Sonya Summers at ssummers@opra.org

In Case You Missed It...

3/3/25: OPRA QIDP Network Lunch & Learn
Series

3/3/25: OPRA District 1 Virtual Meeting

3/3/25: OPRA District 7 Virtual Meeting

Click here for a full list of upcoming DODD
training events

Additional Updates From The OPRA Team and System Partners

News & ResourcesUpcoming Events

Memo Monday: Click here to read this week’s DODD Memo Monday, which includes info on
upcoming ‘disability community talks’, the DODD Workforce Symposium, New Resources for
Behavior Supports and a FEAR Factor Training Session for Medicaid Buy-In and Workability.

“Governor DeWine Announces Launch of
Enhanced Ohio Long-Term Care Quality

Navigator”

“Lawsuit that could dismantle disability
protections draws public backlash”

“Senate adopts $340 billion budget blueprint”

“Column: Celebrating and advocating for people
with developmental disabilities”
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