
Quality Pilot Application: Another non-update as we are still awaiting approval from CMS for the
ARPA dollars to fund the ADS Quality Pilot. DODD will be sending out more information about the
project through a memo in next week's Memo Monday, including a webinar scheduled for August 28th.  
Please reach out to Scott with any questions or feedback about the project. We will let members know
as soon as we learn of the approval.
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News, Resources and Events for OPRA Members

Committees: This week OPRA hosted both our ICF and Residential Waiver Committee meetings.
Discussion in both meetings centered around the OISP and some of the concerns that providers have
expressed. Guests for the ICF Committee also included Kelly Sites and Stacy Pickenbaugh from ODH.
Recordings for both meetings are available on the website.

COVID  Policies: This week we have heard from a number of members who have seen a rise in COVID
cases amongst people you support and your staff. If you are a day array provider currently
experiencing a surge and have re-implemented a COVID response plan, would you be willing to share
those plans? A number of members are looking to update and re-implement revised COVID response
policies. Please reach out to Scott or Christine with any feedback.

Survey: Earlier this week, Scott sent out this survey to the Policy Committee listserv. This survey is
intended to gather feedback to help inform OPRA's advocacy for DODD's Waiver
Redesign/Modernization project being led by DeLoitte. The questions are meant to identify the pain
points and potential process improvements throughout the 'path' of service delivery from
assessment/eligibility through billing for services. The survey is open to all membership staff and there
is not a limit on how many people per agency can respond. The more responses, the better! Please
reach out to Scott with any questions.

PRF: Reporting for phase 5 funding of the federal Provider Relief Fund (PRF) is now open. Providers
who received PRF funding of at least $10,000 in the aggregate from January 1 to June 30, 2022 need
to report on spending by September 30th, 2023. You can find more information here.

ICF Webinar: OPRA will be hosting a Zoom Webinar regarding ICF Rate Maximization with Denise
Leonard on Wednesday, August 30th from 1pm-2pm. Rate maximization will be an incredibly
important issue as we move forward with the new rates for all ICF providers across the state. To that
end, this webinar will be open to both members and non-members. OPRA is currently working on
sending out information regarding the webinar to non-member organizations. Rachel sent a calendar
invitation for the webinar earlier this week. If you are a member and know of a non-member ICF,
please feel free to forward the meeting invite to them. Please reach out to Rachel for any questions.

D.C. Fly-in: We have been invited to participate in a DC fly-in with the Ohio DD Council. The event is
scheduled for September 13th and 14th and will include providers, self-advocates, members of the
DD council, DSPs and county board representatives. The day and a half event will start with a series
of advocacy presentations on the 13th and then meetings with your congressional delegation on the
14th. Please reach out to Christine with additional questions.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ohio-provider-resource-association/about/
https://www.facebook.com/OhioProviderResourceAssociation/
https://twitter.com/OhioProviderRA
http://www.opra.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb-jIZqNsmWWnMvdDP746cw
mailto:smarks@opra.org
https://opra-org.zoom.us/rec/share/ec3QGIH1Y9p3HF1HWSXVQRLhEtEq0F2pLnyS7b7d4OG_WmGTqVYjb-LOelJbL7u5.GVTq02a3y6N_j_hM?startTime=1692208100000%20Passcode:%20+9i2yH7m
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sp/member-committees
mailto:smarks@opra.org
mailto:ctouvelle@opra.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/F6DYM6R
mailto:smarks@opra.org
https://www.hrsa.gov/provider-relief/reporting-auditing
https://opra-org.zoom.us/j/87639971031?pwd=Nmp0WExXbmVRUk51QTNjeG4zTTY5dz09
https://opra-org.zoom.us/j/87639971031?pwd=Nmp0WExXbmVRUk51QTNjeG4zTTY5dz09
mailto:rhayes@opra.org
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9/5: OPRA District 3 Meeting
 

9/7: OPRA Day & Employment Services
Committee

 
Click here for DODD August Trainings

 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events

Memo Monday/Pipeline: Click here to download DODD's Memo Monday, including Ohio Department
of Medicaid: Appendix K Authority Updates, Ohio HCBS Settings Compliance Updates, Follow-up:  on
County Boards Providing Waiver Services, Newly Certified Provider Resources, Outcome Tracking
System Upcoming Reporting Period info and more.

In Case You Missed It...
Additional Updates From The OPRA Team and System Partners

News & Resources

"Report: HCBS Utilization Remains High, But
Varies Drastically By State"

"Special Education Teacher Shortage Persists
Nationally"

"Ohioans with disabilities are eligible for $7,000
in higher education funding this fall"

"Covid Eris: What to know about new variant
EG.5 dominating U.S. cases"

Awards: OPRA is pleased to announce the call for nominations are now open for the
2023 OPRA Annual Awards. The purpose of the OPRA Annual Awards is to honor
dedicated service professionals, groups and volunteers who have made outstanding
contributions in the I/DD Field. We encourage all provider member agencies to
submit nominations to recognize those that have worked hard and dedicated their
time to help support the people they serve.We are accepting (2) nominations for
each category per agency. Please take a moment to review the attached OPRA
Awards Descriptions and coordinate with your staff before submitting your
nominations. All nominations must be submitted no later than Friday, August 25th,
2023. You can CLICK HERE to be directed to the Annual Award Form to submit your
nomination. You will be asked to log into your OPRA account. Nominators will be
contacted no later than Friday, September 8th regarding the status of your award
nomination. Please reach out to Sonya if you have any questions.

PAC Fundraiser: Back by popular demand, we
will be hosting a PAC fundraiser at TopGolf, on
October 25th, the day before the conference
begins. We'd like to thank our title sponsor,
SafeDose Pharmacy, for their support of this
event, which helps drive OPRA's advocacy. Click
here to learn more, register, or learn about
sponsorship opportunities. We look forward to
seeing you there!

https://twitter.com/OhioProviderRA
https://www.facebook.com/OhioProviderResourceAssociation/
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb-jIZqNsmWWnMvdDP746cw
http://www.opra.org/
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sd/calendar/309911/_PARENT/layout_details/false
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sp/member-committees-day-services
https://dodd.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-events/
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https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Memos----August-14--2023.html?soid=1115317899585&aid=33F3B89wMEY
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbescoachescouncil/2023/08/07/five-tips-for-integrating-employees-with-intellectual-or-developmental-disabilities/?sh=6e4329e16e9f
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2023/08/17/special-education-teacher-shortage-persists-nationally/30500/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/education/2023/08/17/college-students-with-disabilities-can-get-7000-for-school-this-fall/70587739007/
https://www.reuters.com/world/what-is-eris-new-covid-variant-2023-08-14/
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/input_form/display_form_01_show?which_form=71851
mailto:ssummers@opra.org
https://safedose.com/
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