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ARPA Funds/HB 169: Our workforce coalition met earlier this week primarily to discuss/regroup after
last week's JMOC (Joint Medicaid Oversight Committee) hearing, where Director Maureen Corcoran
defended Ohio's ARPA spending plan to the oversight committee. As we continue to wait for CMS
approval of these funds and Ohio's plan, HB169 has been passed by Ohio's legislature, appropriating
the funds outlined in the ARPA bill. HB 169 includes $60 million in relief funding for ICFs, based on the
number certified beds as of 12-1-21. The  HCBS funding accounts for a percentage of claims made
between 11/1/20 – 10/31/21. It will be important to have claims done ASAP so you can take full
advantage of the relief. We are still waiting for the Governor to sign HB 169, for CMS approval and
details on how and when the relief will be distributed.

Mandate News:  Earlier this week, the Fifth Circuit court of appeals said that the nationwide
injunction issued against CMS should not have been applied nationwide and partially overturned the
injunction to only apply to the 25 states that filed suits, including Ohio . Following the initial injunction
weeks ago, CMS put out a QSO stating they would not pursue implementation of the rule while
litigation is ongoing.  No interim guidance has been issued as of yet. We were scheduled to have a
call with CMS earlier this week but were informed that due to the ongoing litigation, the call was
cancelled. The mandate cases are expected to eventually be heard by the Supreme Court, who so far
have been 'friendly' to vaccine mandates implemented by states for health care workers, so the
eventual outcomes are still very unclear. As we’ve stated, members should continue their policy
planning and consulting their legal counsel as necessary.

Covid Update: DODD hosted a stakeholder call this week, focusing on updates from Dr. Lora Sorg on
the state of the pandemic in Ohio and the Omicron variant. Omicron has been detected in Central
Ohio and there is increasing evidence that this latest surge, especially in Michigan and New York, may
actually be Omicron and not Delta as previously thought. Additionally, yesterday the CDC issued a
recommendation that the Pfizer and Moderna shots should be given preference over Johnson and
Johnson due to the potential for blood clots. The CDC only stated this is a recommendation and are
not taking the J&J shot out of circulation.

Provider Relief Fund: HHS and HRSA announced earlier this week that they would begin releasing
deposits from Phase 4 of the Provider Relief Fund. Deposits started hitting bank accounts yesterday
and will continue into the near future. HHS and HRSA are still going through some of the applications
that showed some outlier data and are doing checks on those applications to ensure they are correct
and valid. HRSA and HHS also did release the methodology for phase 4 payment and if you received
payment but feel that the calculation was off, there will be a process for you to contest the wrong
amount payment and have it rectified. If you have any questions, please reach out to Christine.

Blueprint: DODD canceled the several Blueprint sub-committee meetings that were supposed to be
held this week. Meetings of the Rule & Waiver and Training & Communication teams were all
postponed, following the announcement of Director Davis's retirement. We have had early
discussions that indicate DODD is considering a delay of the Basic Employment Skills Training 
 (BEST) service's implementation, but have not officially confirmed this timeline change at this point.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ohio-provider-resource-association/about/
https://www.facebook.com/OhioProviderResourceAssociation/
https://twitter.com/OhioProviderRA
http://www.opra.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb-jIZqNsmWWnMvdDP746cw
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/red-light-green-light-cms-vaccination-mandate-again-26-states
https://www.wlwt.com/article/booster-shots-omicron-variant-tracking-covid-19-in-ohio-kentucky-indiana/37579329
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2021/12/14/hhs-releasing-9-billion-in-prf-payments-to-support-providers-affected-by-covid-19.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2021/12/14/hhs-releasing-9-billion-in-prf-payments-to-support-providers-affected-by-covid-19.html
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