
Wage Verification: The Wage Verification group met this week to finalize approval for the wage
information for 2020. 400 providers were surveyed as a pilot project to see if the state budget
increases from 2019 were going towards DSPs. The usable data, did in fact show an increase in both
the average wage and total compensation, with statewide average wages hitting $13/hr, while the
wage component piece of the rate only reimbursed for $12.82. Total compensation, including benefits,
rose to $18.05 in 2020, while reimbursement only equaled $16.67. 
This survey will be mandatory for all providers in 2022 as we collect data from wages from 2021. We
are making adjustments to the survey tool and will continue to have discussions about what will
won’t be published openly to the public. Please reach out to Pete with any questions.
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Blueprint/BEST: 2 sub-committees of the Blueprint implementation workgroup met this week; the
training &TA committee, as well as the rule & waiver committee. The latter committee focused on
proposed rule language for both the proposed BEST (Basic Employment Skills Training) and revisions
to the Employment First rule. Both drafts can be found here. Our concerns about the timing and
details of the BEST rule have only increased over time and committee meetings, and we still believe
we need to build capacity for employment services before implementing this rule.

Vaccine Mandates: Earlier this week, a Federal District Court in Louisiana issued a nation-wide
injunction on CMS's vaccine mandate, which had been set to go into effect on December 6th. The
injunction follows a similar order from a Missouri court, staying the order in 10 states. CMS then
issued a QSO indicating that implementation of the mandate is on hold until the court cases conclude.
The administration has appealed the injunctions and the cases will head to the 5th Circuit Court of
Appeals, likely ending up before the US Supreme Court. Given CMS's broad authority to regulate
providers under conditions of participation and new concerns about the new COVID variant, it is likely
the administration will make a strong push to overturn the injunctions and we believe providers
should still be preparing policies in the event the injunction is overturned. Federal courts also
overturned mandates for Federal contractors in 3 states, including Ohio. Earlier this week, OPRA
also submitted a letter to Governor DeWine and administrative and legislative partners outlining
concerns regarding both the staffing impact of CMS's vaccine mandate, as well as the need for relief
ARPA funding for ICF providers. Click here to read the ICF letter.

Waiver Simplification: The workgroup looking to simplify Ohio's DD waiver system has decided to
form smaller subgroups and is looking for volunteers for the committees. The four committees are
Level 1 changes, SELF (general education), Self Directed Transportation, and Participant Directed
Goods and Services. Each group will then be tasked with planning and re-doing any documents as
part of that particular group. So we of course will be participating in these small groups and will
continue to update everyone as we go through this process.
 
 

Med Admin: After several meetings, attempting to 'break up' the med admin delegation training in an
effort to get staff engaged faster, the group decided, for a variety of reasons, not to move forward
with the plan. We do hope this work has opened up new opportunities for simplification of
certification, delegation and billing in nursing services. Please contact Rachel for more information.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ohio-provider-resource-association/about/
https://www.facebook.com/OhioProviderResourceAssociation/
https://twitter.com/OhioProviderRA
http://www.opra.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb-jIZqNsmWWnMvdDP746cw
mailto:pmoore@opra.org
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sd/news_article/408599/_PARENT/layout_forum/true
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sd/news_article/408599/_PARENT/layout_forum/true
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-22-04-all.pdf
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sd/news_article/406209/_PARENT/layout_details/false
https://www.kentucky.com/news/politics-government/article256230412.html
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sd/news_article/408596/_PARENT/layout_details/false
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Memo Monday: This week's roundup of DODD communications included information on the draft
Technology First Rule, the new DODD Rapid Response System (RRS) intended to accelerate
conversations between local teams and technology vendors, and an update on the OSOC
determination tool. Click here to read Memo Monday.

 

 
 
 
 

12/8: OPRA Training Workshop: Blitz Media-
Retention and Culture Workshop

 
12/9: OPRA Webinar: Emergency Planning and

the Workforce Crisis
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Case You Missed It...

News and ResourcesUpcoming Events

Additional Updates From The OPRA Team and System Partners

 
"Senate Passes Bill to Fund the Government"

"Federal Contractors’ Alert: Minimum Wage for
Workers Is Going Up January 30, 2022"

"‘CDC: 'Everyone Ages 18 and Older Should Get a
Booster Shot'"

"Supreme Court won't exempt Mass. hospital
workers from vaccine mandate"

https://twitter.com/OhioProviderRA
https://www.facebook.com/OhioProviderResourceAssociation/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb-jIZqNsmWWnMvdDP746cw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb-jIZqNsmWWnMvdDP746cw
http://www.opra.org/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Memos----November-29--2021.html?soid=1115317899585&aid=NvaxS9DtNgY
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sd/calendar/247224/_PARENT/layout_details/false
https://opra-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYvcOmpqjkrGtLxGXHERYxro_k8PnFu1aje
https://www.barrons.com/articles/federal-government-shutdown-51638386149
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/federal-contractors-alert-minimum-wage-1679625/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html
https://thehill.com/regulation/court-battles/583402-supreme-court-wont-exempt-mass-hospital-workers-from-vaccine-mandate
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