
On-Site/On-Call: Yesterday the OSOC team met as the tool was put through IT testing over the last
week. During this testing they noticed a couple bugs which could be corrected by simply adding a
question. So we’re going to get that fixed and then we should be good to go. The plan for is for SSAs
to complete the assessment for where needed within 3 months, following DODD training in
December. Please contact Rachel with any questions.
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Emergency Plans: Recently DODD shared information about an
emergency planning procedure developed by OPRA members.
We are working on putting together a webinar in early December
on the emergency plan with the provider and county board to
talk about how they developed the plan, how they use the plan,
the benefits of a plan like this, and how your teams may use the
plan. The webinar will be recorded and can be accessed at your
convenience once published.

Vaccine Mandates: We continue to watch the status of the vaccine mandates as we move towards
the proposed implementation dates from CMS and OSHA. After the legal challenge to the OSHA
mandate was moved to the 6th Circuit Court of Appeals (here in Cincinnati), OSHA published on their
website that they would be 'suspending implementation' of the mandate until the courts have
reached a verdict on its legality. We still encourage members who believe they may full under the
OSHA mandate to review the rule and begin to develop policy accordingly until we have a further
idea of its legal status. Although there is a coalition of states that have begun a legal challenge to the
CMS mandate, that proposed rule moves forward, and appears less likely to be 'stayed' by any court,
given CMS' broad authority to regulate agencies under 'conditions of participation'. There are still
many uncertainties about how the CMS mandate will be implemented and enforced, and we are still
awaiting interpretive guidelines that will help clarify. Currently, our position remains that the
mandate not only applies to ICFs, but to contracting partners and the facilities where they provide
active treatment to ICF residents. We continue to advocate and educate our state and federal
partners about the potential catastrophic staffing impacts of the proposed mandates. Please click
here to download the presentation shared in yesterday's Day & Employment service committee,
which includes OPRA-developed 1-page fact sheets, a flow chart of applicability developed by Vorys
and information on how to obtain policy templates for both OSHA (provided by OSHA) and CMS
(through consultation with our partners at Vorys). Please contact any member of the OPRA team
with any questions or further feedback.

Build Back Better:  This morning, in a nearly party-line vote, the US House of Representatives passed
the Build Back Better act, President Biden's 'human infrastructure' bill. Though the bill still faces a
tough road in the Senate, the passed version in the house includes items such as an additional $150B
investment in HCBS services, as well as a 6% FMAP increase over the next 10 years. The bill also
includes previously mentioned grant programs dependent on states' and businesses' transition away
from the use 14(c) certificates. We will keep members apprised as the bill works through the Senate.
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Memo Monday: This week's roundup of DODD communications included information on the on-
going OISP regional support sessions, input opportunities for continued Appendix K flexibility and a
number of new training opportunities in 2022. Click here to read memo Monday.













11/23: OPRA ICF Committee 
Vaccine Mandate Discussion



11/25: Happy Thanksgiving!




















In Case You Missed It...

News and ResourcesUpcoming Events

Additional Updates From The OPRA Team and System Partners



"Coronavirus in Ohio Friday update: 6,429 new

cases, 250 additional deaths"

"Butler County No. 1 in state for vaccinations
among those with developmental disabilities"

"‘Who is eligible to get a COVID-19 booster in
Ohio?"

"Biden Names Pick For Special Education Chief"
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https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sp/training-events
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Memos----November-15--2021.html?soid=1115317899585&aid=xzvDy6YH0Fk
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https://www.journal-news.com/news/butler-county-no-1-in-state-for-vaccinations-among-those-with-developmental-disabilities/VLZYLEJDTNC63OWI6TYCE4RKYQ/
https://www.10tv.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/vaccine/who-eligible-to-get-a-covid-19-booster-in-ohio/530-d3d58bfd-e585-43e9-9ebb-e6c400b19258
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2021/11/16/biden-names-pick-for-special-education-chief/29596/
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