
Vaccination Mandates: Since President Biden's announcement last week, we have been following
closely the development of upcoming rules from OSHA and CMS, implementing the proposed
mandates. Early signs indicate the Medicaid requirements may not apply to HCBS services, but that is
still uncertain until those rules are developed next month. We understand the dire staffing impact of
these proposed mandates and will continue to pursue every opportunity to communicate those
concerns. Our partners at Vorys have graciously agreed to join us for a Town-Hall Tuesday next week
to discuss OSHA and the vaccine requirements as we currently understand them. Zoom calendar
invitations for next week's THT went out to the membership via the OPRA Listserv today
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Federal Advocacy: A key committee in the House released their plans for the budget reconciliation
process and, instead of the $400B investment included in President Biden’s initial Build Back Better
agenda, the committee has only allocated $190B for HCBS services. Click here to review the letter we
will be sending to our Senators urging them to support HCBS programming throughout the budget
reconciliation process. We are looking for Members to sign on to the letter, so if you are interested in
being listed, please let me know by the end of the next week. Additionally, you can send a message
directly to your Representatives and Senators through ANCOR’s Amplifier. Select the first campaign
on the list and you will be taken to a page were you can customize and send a message.

Provider Relief Fund: Late last week, the HHS and HRSA
released information on several updates regarding
provider relief funding. The main highlight was the next
(and possibly final) tranche of the PRF. This tranche will
be available to all of the same providers in the third
tranche and, very importantly, is open to both providers
who have not received any PRF money and those who
have. The application for the funds will open on
September 29th and will only be open for 4 weeks. 

OISP: The workgroup for Ohio's Statewide Individual Service Plan met earlier this week to continue
looking towards the statewide rollout of the plan and assessment. Due to delays in the development of
the IT platform for the OISP, Salesforce, the full implementation timeline will continue to be delayed unt
security and cross-platform communication are finalized. Though the livechat scheduled for this
morning was canceled, DODD will be holding regional OISP support sessions starting next week.
 

HHS and HRSA are planning on having a few informational webinars right after the application opens
and registration for those will be posted soon. HHS and HRSA will also be posting documents to help
get you started on the application soon. Funding would likely be released starting in mid-December.

Legislative Meetings: The OPRA advocacy team met with Rep. Scott Lipps and Sen. Mark Romanchuk
earlier this week to advance the distribution of ARPA funds, which will require some legislative
action, as well as to continue discussions on solutions to the workforce crisis. The OPRA team will
continue to engage legislators and build our network of 'champions', especially as the newly drawn
district maps may significantly alter the congressional makeup, affecting some of our key allies.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ohio-provider-resource-association/about/
https://www.facebook.com/OhioProviderResourceAssociation/
https://twitter.com/OhioProviderRA
http://www.opra.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb-jIZqNsmWWnMvdDP746cw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RAlLfxWRDwU&list=PLrl7E8KABz1HzxROzzgpA49tfrb1lyFR8
https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-business-health-coronavirus-pandemic-executive-branch-18fb12993f05be13bf760946a6fb89be
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sd/news_article/393659/_PARENT/layout_details/false
https://www.ancor.org/amplifier
https://www.hrsa.gov/provider-relief
https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/politics/2021/09/16/ohio-redistricting-commission-statehouse-maps-good-four-years/8360843002/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/politics/2021/09/16/ohio-redistricting-commission-statehouse-maps-good-four-years/8360843002/


OPRA  Friday  5

Memo Monday: This week's roundup of DODD communications included information on upcoming
Charting the LifeCourse trainings, OISP Regional support gatherings, ACL DIAL Vaccine Webinar,
OhioRise draft rules and more! Click here to read Memo Monday.

 

 
 
 
 

9/20-9/29: DODD OISP Regional Support
Events

 
 

9/29: HIPAA Fall 2021 Six Part Training Series
Session 3: Essentials for Overseeing of IT

Security
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Case You Missed It...

News and ResourcesUpcoming Events

Additional Updates From The OPRA Team and System Partners

 
"Ohio AG joins states demanding President Biden

drop vaccine mandate or risk legal action"

"COVID-19 Vaccine Mandates Could Impact
Services For Those With IDD"

"Over 8,400 new COVID-19 cases reported in
Ohio Friday"

 

"FDA panel approves Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19
booster shots only for people 65 and older or at

high risk"

Day & Employment Live Polling: Thanks and apologies to all of those who participated in yesterday's
live polling at the day & employment service committee meeting. Since so many of you were locked out
of the polling, we've recreated the survey, which can be completed here. We apologize for anyone not
able to participate in the surveying during the meeting!

HIPAA On-Demand! By member request, help is here for fulfilling
staff training requirements under HIPAA!
Click here to reserve the spots you need to train employees
virtually -- any time, anywhere with this all-new on-demand
offering. This 40-minute course offers a convenient way for you
to meet HIPAA mandates, both for training existing employees
and new hires.

DSP Recognition Week: We so enjoyed spending this week celebrating the amazing, hard-working,
dedicated Direct Support Professionals working in Ohio's DD system. Happy DSP Recognition Week!

https://twitter.com/OhioProviderRA
https://www.facebook.com/OhioProviderResourceAssociation/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb-jIZqNsmWWnMvdDP746cw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb-jIZqNsmWWnMvdDP746cw
http://www.opra.org/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Memos----September-13--2021.html?soid=1115317899585&aid=oVqgrCoHZ7Q
https://dodd.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/dodd/home/news-and-events/all-events/
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sd/calendar/235808/_PARENT/layout_details/false
https://abc6onyourside.com/news/local/ohio-attorney-general-dave-yost-joins-states-demanding-president-joe-biden-drop-vaccine-mandate-9-17-2021
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2021/09/13/covid-19-vaccine-mandates-could-impact-services-for-those-with-idd/29481/
https://abc6onyourside.com/news/local/ohio-coronavirus-update-september-17-2021
https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/health/2021/09/17/fda-panel-pfizer-covid-19-boosters-americans-over-65/8367055002/?utm_source=dispatch-News%20Alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=news_alerts&utm_term=news_alert&utm_content=OHIO-COLUMBUS-NLETTER01
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CRGZYDH
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sp/ondemand
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https://dodd.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/dodd/about-us/covid_19_guidance/
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