
WCTF: The Workforce Crisis Task Force met earlier this week, and will likely look to re-calibrate with
a focus on the immediate priority proposals developed over the last several weeks. The meeting
included a presentation from ODJFS on their SharedWork Ohio program, as well as a presentation
from OhioMeansJobs on the different resources they have for job-seekers and employers. Members of
the WCTF, including OPRA, will be be starting visits with 'Hot Spot' areas next week. Visits include
Seneca & Marion counties on August 19, Perry & Licking counties on August 20, Mahoning & Portage
on August 27, and Warren & Montgomery on September 1.

Delta Variant/COVID: Late last night the FDA approved a third booster shot for those who are
immunocompromised, with approval from the CDC expected shortly. This approval is significant, as
many people you support may have health issues which would make them eligible for the booster. It
is believed that sometime in the next month or so, the FDA will grant full use authorization for both
the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines.  Nationally we know many localities and other entities are
beginning vaccine mandates, most giving someone a chance to get vaccinated or undergo weekly
testing. We will continue to pay close attention to the spread of COVID and corresponding mandates.
We understand this is a complicated issue, and there are both positive and negative aspects of a
potential mandate, especially given the staffing situation. DODD and CMS have also been having
discussions and recognize the potential impact to providers and implications this may have. We will
also be discussing this at both of our residential meetings next week (see calendar on next page for
details). Please reach out to Rachel with any questions or feedback.
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Scream Room THT: On August 17th, we will be holding a Town Hall
Tuesday 'Scream Room' session, designed for members to openly share
their experiences of the workforce crisis, and connect with other members
around the challenges and potential solutions to the current crisis. We will
break out into smaller groups where members can 'Scream, Support, and
Solve' with each other. Members can register for the Scream Room here.

 
 
 

PHE/Appendix K: Earlier this week, Sec. Becerra of the HHS extended the Federal Public Health
Emergency(PHE), which was set to expire, to October 18th, 2021. DODD communications around this
topic indicated the '6 month wind down' from when the PHE expires to transition out of Appendix K
flexibility. At this point, this extension does not impact the work being done in Ohio to make the 'STEP'
era service structure permanent, with rules being implemented in October to make virtual services, as
well as small-group community rates permanent past the emergency period. Please contact Scott
with any questions.

BCI/Background Checks: Many members have alerted us that background checks from BCI are taking
an exceedingly long-time, sometimes coming right up to, or in some cases over the 60 day limit. DODD
flexibility is  limited as the 60-day rule is established in statute and cannot be easily waived by state
authorities. If you are experiencing extended delays, especially approaching 60 days, please let us
know. We are collecting resources and contacts for providers who are experiencing those delays.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ohio-provider-resource-association/about/
https://www.facebook.com/OhioProviderResourceAssociation/
https://twitter.com/OhioProviderRA
http://www.opra.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb-jIZqNsmWWnMvdDP746cw
https://jfs.ohio.gov/ouio/SharedWorkOhio/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/us-fda-authorizes-covid-19-vaccine-boosters-immunocompromised-2021-08-13/
https://opra-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvdu-rpjgqE9YwyTHbt1oEspblxNVJ3ylN
https://www.aota.org/Advocacy-Policy/Federal-Reg-Affairs/News/2020/HHS-Secretary-Renews-Public-Health-Emergency.aspx
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Memo Monday: This week's roundup of DODD communications included a number of important
updates, many of which we discussed on the member call this morning. Specifically, we mentioned
the section on 'resuming on-boarding compliance', which mostly centers around the GED/Diploma
waiver needing to be in place by 9/1 for those employing staff who do not yet have those degrees.
The MM also includes updated reporting information for the Outcome Tracking System, K-12
Education guidance and upcoming OISP support sessions. Click here to read Memo Monday.

 

 
 
 
 

8/18: OPRA Residential Waiver Committee
 

8/18: OPRA ICF Committee
 

8/19: OPRA Day & Employment Services
Committee

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Case You Missed It...

News and ResourcesUpcoming Events

Additional Updates From The OPRA Team and System Partners

 
"Coronavirus in Ohio Thursday update: New

cases remain over 3,200"

"Senate Democrats approve $3.5 trillion budget
resolution in key step toward passing major

economic package without GOP votes"

"Biden administration nixes Ohio’s Medicaid
work requirements"

 

Provider Certification Live Chats: DODD held their first live chat discussing the implementation of the
new provider certification rules. They will be holding another session next week, which you can
register for here. Please reach out to Scott or Christine with any feedback on the live chat session.
ARPA Submission Portal: Last week, DODD released information about how people and agencies
can submit proposals to the Ohio Department of Medicaid on how the state can utilize the 10% of
additional federal matching funds allocated in the American Rescue Plan. Submissions to the portal
are due next week on August 19th. OPRA has further developed a number of proposals designed to
get immediate funding relief to providers and expand and enhance specialized service rates during
the EFMAP period. We will be sharing these proposals with our coalition and will have the final
proposals ready for submisison next week.

https://twitter.com/OhioProviderRA
https://www.facebook.com/OhioProviderResourceAssociation/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb-jIZqNsmWWnMvdDP746cw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb-jIZqNsmWWnMvdDP746cw
http://www.opra.org/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Memos----August-9--2021.html?soid=1115317899585&aid=XVI4dkIQEWM
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sp/member-committees-residential-waiver
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sp/member-committees-icf
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sd/calendar/206048/_PARENT/layout_details/false
https://www.nbc4i.com/community/health/coronavirus/coronavirus-in-ohio-thursday-new-cases-remain-over-3200/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/08/11/politics/senate-approves-budget-resolution/index.html
https://www.cleveland.com/open/2021/08/biden-administration-nixes-ohios-medicaid-work-requirements.html
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7644252753810446861
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7644252753810446861
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