
Budget Testimony: After a full day of testimony from Health and Human
Service agency leads, Director Davis delivered late-night testimony to the
House Finance Committee in support of Governor DeWine's proposed
executive budget. Director Davis's testimony highlighted the major
proposals of DODD's budget, including 700 new waivers, $1M investment
in technology, and the continued investment to Multi-System Youth. OPRA
will be holding our 'Town Hall Tuesday' next week to dive into the budget,
our advocacy efforts and plans and answer any questions members have
on the state budget and advocacy process. Click here to watch Director
Davis' testimony, beginning at the 3:22:00 mark.

Updated CDC Guidance: Yesterday morning, the CDC published updated guidance regarding
requirements for quarantine after infection or exposure. Most importantly, the new guidance states
that those who have received their full doses of vaccine no longer need to quarantine in the case of
exposure. Click here to read the updated guidance around quarantine. Also, we are still awaiting
clarification on the new Adult day guidance from ODH regarding the need for a negative test before
returning to day services, as opposed to previous quarantine guidance.

Federal Relief Bill: The US House of Representatives have been moving pieces of President Biden's
COVID relief plan through their respective committees this week, setting up the legislation to be
passed in the Senate through budget reconciliation. On Tuesday, the Ways & Means committee
approved large portions of the package, including $1,400 stimulus checks for those earning below
$75K and an expansion of the child tax credit, which Democrats are hoping becomes permanent.
Importantly, the plan to phase the Federal minimum wage to $15 over the next 5 years was also
approved by the Education & Labor committee on Tuesday night, though it is still unclear whether
this provision will be allowable under Senate budget reconciliation rules. We will continue to
advocate for the need for corresponding Medicaid rates to sustain the phased-in wage increases in
the case this provision advances to the Senate. In good news, the Energy & Commerce committee
advanced a 7.35% FMAP increase dedicated specifically to HCBS waivers. We will be following all of
this legislation closely as it moves through committees, to the House for vote and eventually to the
Senate and will keep members apprised of any updates or advocacy opportunities and needs. Click
here to read more about the Federal relief package.

COVID Updates: With vaccines being administered and case numbers and hospitalizations dropping,
Governor DeWine announced this week that the statewide curfew is lifted and buffets are open!
With the hopeful course of the virus at the moment, we were also informed that DODD will be
revising visitation guidance, which we will have more details on in the coming weeks. Additionally,
we were made aware that DODD has put in a formal request with Governor DeWine's office
requesting day service attendees, staff as well as family caregivers be included in the next phase of
vaccine distribution. OPRA followed up by drafting a letter to the Governor's office, supporting
DODD's request and reiterating our advocacy  for the inclusion of day service attendees and staff.
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Blueprint Feedback: OPRA submitted feedback to DODD on the several proposals working through
the Blueprint Committee, which has been on pause since the fall. Since the submission process was
handled through several surveymonkey links, it is difficult to directly share our feedback
submissions, but we will be able to share all of the compiled feedback when shared with us by
DODD. Member feedback on the proposals has been generally cautiously positive, with many of the
proposals needing much more detail before we would be able to fully support. There are also
priorities that we hope to advance quickly, including ensuring long-term STEP rates stay intact post-
pandemic, and ensuring a working reimbursement system for group and integrated employment
services. Please feel free to contact Scott at smarks@opra.org with any questions.

Townhall Tuesdays: OPRA will be reviving our "TownHall Tuesdays" this month, starting with a
Members-Only Zoom meeting to review the Governor’s proposed state budget on Tuesday 2/16 at 8:30
am. We will spend the hour talking about what we know is in the Governor’s executive budget, some
initial reactions from the OPRA team, and share some advocacy resources we have been developing. A
calendar invite has been sent to the membership. There is no cost to attend. This is a Members-Only
event and we ask that you do not forward the invitation to anyone outside your organization. 
We intend this to be the start of regular, monthly TownHall Tuesdays, where we will take a deeper
dive into important topics, host guest speakers and provide interactive networking opportunities.

Memo Monday: DODD's weekly roundup included a number of memos including the introduction of
the wage verification tool, managed care transportation options, agency rapback information and
several training opportunities. Click here to read Memo Monday.

In Case You Missed It...
Additional Updates From The OPRA Team and System Partners

Upcoming Events News and Resources
"'There's no curfew:' Ohio's overnight COVID-19

curfew expired Thursday"

 OPRA COVID-19 Resources

"DeWine appoints three to state DD council"

"Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine defends targeted
vaccine rollout; his office disputes data showing

Ohio trailing other states"
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https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/20/covid-19-vaccine-pfizer-will-apply-for-fda-emergency-use-authorization.html
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