
OPRA FRIDAY FIVE
OCTOBER 23, 2020

News, Resources and Events for OPRA Members

Core Committee: A sub-committee of system representatives met twice this week to discuss a
transitional rate structure for day & vocational services in 2021, after the statewide uniform acuity C
rate is ended. Although there were positive discussions, no agreement was reached between system
partners on a rate model for January. OPRA continues to advocate for a fair reimbursement model
that will sustain adult & vocational providers through the resurgence of COVID-19 to provide safe,
meaningful small-group services. Please contact Scott at smarks@opra.org for more information.

Senate Letter: Last week, US Senators Warren, Murray and Hassan sent a letter to CMS urging them
to enhance reporting requirements for congregate settings, specifically referencing ICFs. While this
letter does not create any policies or mandatory practices, and at this point we have no indication
that CMS will act on this request, we will be working with our federal partners to closely monitor any
developments on reporting requirements. To read the letter, click here.

Telehealth Expansion: The Ohio Department of Medicaid has been working on formally adopting
rules to make the pandemic-related expansions that we saw around telehealth be permanent. The
changes to the law passed through the Ohio General Assembly’s Joint Committee on Rule Review
(JCARR) this week, which is one of the final steps of approval. You can read the proposed rule here.

HHS Provider Relief Fund- The third phase of the provider relief fund is still open until November 6th.
Yesterday, HHS announced they were expanding eligibility for the funds. You can read the
announcement here. With a bigger pool of eligible providers, it could potentially decrease the
amount of money available for the add-on beyond the initial 2% of patient care distribution.
Additionally, HHS announced that they were changing some of the reporting requirements and the
definition of lost revenue. You can view the changes to the reporting requirements here. Please
reach out to Christine at Ctouvelle@opra.org with any questions you may have.

Vaccination Plan: Earlier this week, Governor DeWine shared Ohio's draft plan for a rollout of
vaccines currently in development. The 4-phase plan lays out a framework for delivering the vaccine
to priority populations, including high risk healthcare workers, first responders, vulnerable populations
in congregate care and essential workers in health care. While phase 2 includes "people living in
group homes for people with disabilities", we are seeking further clarification on what phase DSPs
and people in other living arrangements or with other comorbidities/health issues will be prioritized.
Click here to read the draft vaccination plan.

ICF Relief Fund- Regarding The Coronavirus Relief Fund made available to ICFs by the Ohio
Controlling Board through CARES act funding, the application for these funds are still open but are
scheduled to close soon. If you have not applied yet, you can do so here. Scroll down to the CARES
Act - Coronavirus Relief Fund – Provider Relief Payments option. If you have any questions, please
reach out to Christine at Ctouvelle@opra.org.
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http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/pdfs/5160/0/1/5160-1-18_PH_RV_N_RU_20201005_1603.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/10/22/hhs-expands-relief-fund-eligibility-and-updates-reporting-requirements.html
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/post-payment-notice-of-reporting-requirements-october-2020.pdf
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10/28 & 29: OPRA Virtual Fall
Conference. 

Click the video to watch the "Medical
Moment with Dr. Laura, where DODD's
Medical Director, Dr. Laura Sorg speak
about the importance of wearing masks.

In Case You Missed It...
Additional Updates From The OPRA Team and System Partners

Upcoming Events News and Resources

"DS: Day Programs Struggle To Stay Open"

OPRA COVID-19 Toolkit

"38 Ohio counties now level 3 under coronavirus
advisory map"

 "Meijer Receives Gold Award for Disability
Inclusion from State of Ohio"

Memo Monday: The Department's weekly roundup of memos included a new episode of Dr Laura's
Medical Moment (see below), information on becoming a Charting the Life Course Ambassador, the
rate add-on for MSY supports, ICF bed hold day requests, and the Social Security Administration's
2021 Cost of Living adjustment. To read memo monday, click here.

Virtual Employment Summit: In recognition of National Disability Awareness Month, The Employment
Collaborative of Summit County will be holding a virtual employment summit this Tuesday, 10/27
from 9am-12:45 pm. Speakers include Director Davis, Stacy Collins, and Justin Blumhorst. Click here
to learn more and register!

Funding Chart: A few weeks back, Christine shared a funding chart, outlining all of the different
funding/relief opportunities made available during the pandemic, as well as the different eligibility
requirements, reporting requirements, forgiveness options and key dates associated with each. Click
here to download OPRA's funding chart.
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https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/meijer-receives-gold-award-for-disability-inclusion-from-state-of-ohio-301157012.html
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