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HHS Provider Relief: The US Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced yesterday
a third phase of the Provider Relief Fund. This new tranche will distribute another $20 billion to
Medicare, Medicaid, CHIP, behavioral health, and substance abuse providers. The application for funds
during this phase will open this Monday October 5th and close November 6th. At the moment there is
no set percentage or rate set for how much providers will receive. The amount of funds paid out will
be determined by the number of providers who apply and a consideration of various factors about
each provider’s revenue. This new release of funds is more nuanced than the previous ones so it it will
be  important to thoroughly read the announcement from HHS, by clicking here. Please contact
Christine at Ctouvelle@opra.org with any questions you may have.

Risk/Benefit Discussion Guide: Coinciding with last week's release of indoor visitation guidance for
ICFs, DODD released an updated 'Risk/Benefit Discussion Guide', intended to help with team
discussions when ICF residents wish to participate in activities outside the home. After getting
clarification from DODD, this new discussion guide replaces the previous version also used for adult
day services and is intended to be the single tool/guide used by teams when weighing community
activities. The tool is not mandatory, but heavily encouraged for team decisions. The updated version
no longer includes 'scores' and 'risk levels', aiming to lead to better team discussions. Please contact
Scott at smarks@opra.org with any questions.

ICF Cost Reporting: For the past few weeks we have been awaiting guidance from the Ohio
Department of Medicaid(ODM) regarding cost reporting COVID related expenses and fiscal relief for
ICF providers .That guidance was published yesterday by ODM and can be found here.  As we work
to analyze the guidance, we are seeking member feedback as to whether this guidance provides the
clarity needed or whether we need to seek additional input from ODM. Please contact Christine at
Ctouvelle@opra.org with questions or feedback on the guidance. 

HB 770: Ohio House Bill 770 was introduced by Reps Richardson and Fraizer this past Wednesday,
aimed at allowing residents of nursing homes and ICFs to designate an essential caregiver that could
come into the ICF and help with the care of the resident and provide companionship. This essential
caregiver could be a family member, guardian, parent or someone else. This bill presents obvious
concerns, and we are working with legislative partners to better understand its origin and likelihood
of passage, especially considering the lifting of visitation prohibitions last week.  

MSS Workgroup: The committee tasked with implementing a rebuild of the Medicaid Service System
(MSS) met this week to continue its work on the overhaul and redesign of the platform. The
discussion continued to center around the processes for creating and managing sites, especially as
people move in and out of a home. The new design should allow for cleaner work in the system,
avoiding much of the 'clutter', eliminating unnecessary sites from appearing in the dashboard once
the living situation has changed or the provider is no longer serving that site. Please reach out to
Scott at smarks@opra.org with any questions.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ohio-provider-resource-association/about/
https://www.facebook.com/OhioProviderResourceAssociation/
https://twitter.com/OhioProviderRA
http://www.opra.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb-jIZqNsmWWnMvdDP746cw
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/10/1/trump-administration-announces-20-billion-in-new-phase-3-provider-relief-funding.html
https://dodd.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/dodd/about-us/resources/screening_tool
https://medicaid.ohio.gov/Portals/0/Resources/Publications/Guidance/MedicaidPolicy/NonInst/MAL-647.pdf
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-770
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10/6: OPRA Human Resources
Committee Meeting 

10/8: 12 PM Vorys On Call Webinar 

In Case You Missed It...
Additional Updates From The OPRA Team and System Partners

Upcoming Events News and Resources

"Ohio’s Medicaid program to expand
behavioral-health services for high-need

children, Gov. Mike DeWine says"

OPRA COVID-19 Toolkit

"Coronavirus in Ohio Thursday update: 1,327
new cases, 13 additional deaths reported"

 "Employment and the ADA During the COVID-
19 Pandemic"

DD Talks-The Importance of DSPs:
"September celebrates Direct Support
Professionals, and this episode of Ohio
DD Talks talks to Bethany Toledo,
Executive Director of Ohio Alliance of
Direct Support Professionals - OADSP &
Joshua Peterson, DSP, RHDDspeak to
Michael Denlinger about the shortage of
DSPs, advocating for DSPs, and why
they are important to the community."

OPRA Fall Conference: Registration is live for OPRA's Virtual Fall
Conference, which will be held on October 28th and 29th. We are excited to
bring you the sessions, vendors and good times you expect from an OPRA
conference in this safe, online environment. Please visit our Training &
Events page to learn more and register for the fall conference! Please
contact Melissa at Mfannon@opra.org with any questions you may have.

Happy National Disability Employment Awareness Month!:
We are celebrating NDEAM as we enter the month of
October. Per the DOL: "This year marks not only the 75th
observance of NDEAM, but also the 30th anniversary of the
ADA. Both milestones are being commemorated with a
range of events and activities centered on the theme
"Increasing Access and Opportunity." To download NDEAM
resources and ideas for your own celebrations, click here.
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https://www.facebook.com/OhioProviderResourceAssociation/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb-jIZqNsmWWnMvdDP746cw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb-jIZqNsmWWnMvdDP746cw
http://www.opra.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGu_trSBU70
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sp/member-committees-hr
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sp/member-committees-hr
https://events.vorys.com/vorysoncall100820?utm_campaign=COVID-19&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=96513724&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8WvBuspV9k-w4d6D3azosuPlBb1Qa2y1-nidmzQ7RVByxq5gwFBhvGoTlmVbSO-ouRkNSh8U_lilwJOViFRMKr_0_Xdg&utm_content=96513724&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.cleveland.com/open/2020/09/ohios-medicaid-program-to-expand-behavioral-health-services-for-high-need-children-gov-mike-dewine-says.html
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sd/news_article/320891/_PARENT/layout_details/true
https://www.nbc4i.com/community/health/coronavirus/coronavirus-in-ohio-thursday-update-dewine-briefing-scheduled-for-2pm-5/
https://www.logandaily.com/comment/columns/employment-and-the-ada-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/article_c5603ae4-c4f9-5de3-be02-ea5f8843da5c.html
https://www.logandaily.com/comment/columns/employment-and-the-ada-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/article_c5603ae4-c4f9-5de3-be02-ea5f8843da5c.html
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sp/conference-fall
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sp/conference-fall
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sp/conference-fall
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/odep/initiatives/ndeam
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/odep/initiatives/ndeam
Scott Marks
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Click here to learn more and Register!
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