
CARES Act Funding

On Monday, Ohio's controlling board approved funds made available for agencies struggling
with COVID-related expenses through the CARES Act. The appropriations include
approximately $200 million for higher education institutions and $100 million for primary and
secondary schools as well as funding for skilled nursing facilities, rural hospitals and long-
term care facilities, including ICFs. Information for applying for the funds will be forthcoming,
and we believe further appropriations of CARES act funding for HCBS providers will be
brought before the controlling board in the coming weeks. To read more about Monday's
controlling board vote, click here.

OPRA MEMBER UPDATE
JULY 15, 2020

Updated Day, Vocational & Transportation Guidance Released

Yesterday afternoon DODD released updated guidance on day & vocational services as well
as a new transportation best practice guide developed by the Ohio Public Transit Association.
This is the guidance we have discussed on the last several member calls, relaxing key
reqwuirements for providing day, vocational and transportation services.

Most notably, the ADS/Vocational guidance loosens the requirement that each distinct service
pod have its own entrances and restrooms, substituting language that when this is not
possible, entrances and restrooms will have staggered usage for sanitization and to minimize
contact between groups.  The guidance document also separates previous state guidance
into mandatory and best practice categories.

Also linked is the transportation guide developed by The Ohio Public Transit Association in
conjunction with the Ohio Dept of Transportation. By DODD releasing this guidance, along
with the updated day/voc guidance, we believe it is the expectation that all transportation
services adhere to this guidance. Most importantly this guidance does not include a 6 ft
distance requirement, but strongly encourages passengers to wear face coverings and for
operators to use signage in the vehicle to encourage distancing. The two new guidance
documents can be found here. Please let me know what questions you have.

a

Employment Provider Survey

A few weeks ago, we shared a survey developed by APSE (The Association of People
Supporting Employment First) for providers of Employment services. The survey was intended
to gather information about employment services and the needs of community employment
providers during Covid-19.  While APSE has shared preliminary findings, the survey is still
open and employment providers who have not completed it still have an opportunity to share
their experiences. Click here to complete the APSE survey.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ohio-provider-resource-association/about/
https://www.facebook.com/OhioProviderResourceAssociation/
https://twitter.com/OhioProviderRA
http://www.opra.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb-jIZqNsmWWnMvdDP746cw
https://www.mydailysentinel.com/news/54474/cares-act-funding-to-aid-ohio-schools-care-facilities
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/DODD-Guidance--July-14.html?soid=1115317899585&aid=7lSgI5RbK5U
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7PQZSX2
Scott Marks




Provider Relief Fund Application 

The July 20 application date for providers to begin applying for funds through the Provider
Relief Fund is quickly approaching. We want to ensure members have the time and
information needed to successfully apply for the funds made available to Medicaid and CHIP
providers through the CARES act.  A fact sheet for potential applicants is linked here, and
please feel free to reach out to OPRA staff with any questions you may have.
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OPRA Training Workshops:

OPRA is offering two online training opportunities in the coming weeks.
-Click here to learn more about and register for 'Healthy Meal Planning for DSPs and the
People They Support' on July 20 from 9 am to 12 pm facilitated by Sara Sherman.
-Click here to learn more about and register for 'Creating an Internal Compliance System' on
July 23, 2020 from 9 am to 12pm.

Memo Monday: 

The Department's weekly roundup of memos included information on DODD's new 'Growing
Family Resilience' Module, Nisonger Center's survey for adults with disabilities, and an FAQ on
stimulus payments and STABLE Accounts. To Read memo monday, click here.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ohio-provider-resource-association/about/
https://www.facebook.com/OhioProviderResourceAssociation/
https://twitter.com/OhioProviderRA
http://www.opra.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb-jIZqNsmWWnMvdDP746cw
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/provider-relief-fund-medicaid-chip-factsheet.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/provider-relief-fund-medicaid-chip-factsheet.pdf
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sd/calendar/177950/_PARENT/layout_details/false
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sd/calendar/177950/_PARENT/layout_details/false
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sd/calendar/177952/_PARENT/layout_details/false
https://www.opra.org/aws/OPRA/pt/sd/calendar/177952/_PARENT/layout_details/false
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Memos----July-13.html?soid=1115317899585&aid=lpqPdPSHLlg

