OPRA FRIDAY 5 |

News, Resources and Events for OPRA Members \@\

DECEMBER 6, 2019

Upcoming
Events

12/10: OPRA Residential Waiver
Committee Meeting

12/11: OPRA ICF Committee Meeting

12/11: DODD Livechat- OSSAS Update

12/12: OPRA Program Directors
Committee Meeting

News and
Resources

"Public invited to celebrate CRSI’s retiring
CEO" Click to Read...

"Bill Seeks To Make Ohio Restrooms
More Accessible" Click to Read...

"Ohio Earmarks Funding For Children
Involved In Multiple Public Systems" Click
to Read...

"HUD awards $484,580 to Akron
Metropolitan Housing Authority for
housing vouchers for people with
disabilities" Click to Read...
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THE WEEK'S TOP 5

Day Array Committee: OPRA's Adult Day Array committee met on Thursday
and welcomed guests, Shannon Komisarek-OOD and Stacy Collins-DODD.
Discussions included efforts to re-evaluate the Employment First Partnership
between OOD and DODD, as well as updates on the implementation of Basic
Employment Skills Training (BEST). Thanks to all who attended in person or
by phone, minutes will be posted in Basecamp early next week. please contact
Scott at smarks@opra.org with any questions.

NMT/Transportation Hearing: The public hearing related to changes to the
Non-Medical and HPC Transportation rules was held on Nov. 22. To read the
hearing summary, including comments made by OPRA and other
stakeholders, click here. The rules are scheduled for JCARR next week. We are
optimistic that the proposed changes will be in effect February of 2020. Please
contact Scott at smarks@opra.org with any questions.

Hazardous Waste Exemption: After nearly a year of extensive research,
action and advocacy, we received news this week the Ohio's EPA have
accepted the interpretation of Vorys, exempting ICFs from new regulations

regarding the management of hazardous waste. Per release from Vorys:
"With the support of the Ohio Provider Resource Association, the Vorys Health
Care team reached out to U.S. EPA to request guidance on this issue and to
advocate for the exclusion of ICF/IIDs from the LTCF definition... Accordingly,
the December 2nd confirmation for the first time conclusively resolved

that Ohio ICF/IIDs will not be considered LTCFs for purposes of RCRA and may
continue to rely on the household waste exclusion. To read more, click here or
contact Anita at Aallen@opra.org with any questions.

Legislative Visits: Pete and Christine are continuing to meet with Ohio
legislators to discuss important issues and priorities for OPRA's members.
This week Pete and Christine met with Senators Gavarone and Obhof,
discussing a range of issues including system simplification and the need for
an increases in the rate model for day array services. Please contact
Christine at Ctouvelle@opra.org with any questions.

"Advocacy Army": OPRA staff met with Amy Showalter of the Showalter
Group to discuss plans for the 'advocacy army', a network of members and
allies who can help further policy and legislative advocacy. We are excited
about this initiative, which will get into full swing in early 2020. Please
contact Christine at Ctouvelle@opra.org to learn how you can be involved.
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https://www.dspohio.org/
https://www.statenews.org/post/bill-seeks-make-ohio-restrooms-more-accessible
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ohio-provider-resource-association/about/
https://www.facebook.com/OhioProviderResourceAssociation/
https://twitter.com/OhioProviderRA
http://www.opra.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb-jIZqNsmWWnMvdDP746cw
https://www.openminds.com/market-intelligence/news/ohio-to-launch-new-programs-to-prevent-custody-relinquishment-modernize-systems-of-care-for-multi-system-children-youth/
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=a3580b29-8d1a-43f3-99e5-2a97509a3f3f
https://3.basecamp.com/3956403/buckets/7186261/uploads/2091103117
https://www.urbanacitizen.com/news/73496/public-invited-to-celebrate-crsis-retiring-ceo
https://www.opra.org/training-event/opra-program-directors-committee-meeting-5/
https://www.opra.org/training-event/opra-icf-committee-meeting-2/
https://www.opra.org/training-event/opra-residential-waiver-committee-meeting/
https://3.basecamp.com/3956403/buckets/8933615/documents/2254166127
https://www.cleveland.com/akron/2019/11/hud-awards-484580-to-akron-metropolitan-housing-authority-for-housing-vouchers-for-people-with-disabilities.html
https://dodd.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/dodd/about-us/communication/events/event-live-chat-ossas-updates

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
Updates From The OPRA Team and System Partners

DSP Ohio: The first leg of the marketing campaign to bring awareness of the DSP profession
and drive people to the DSP Ohio website concluded on November 15th. According to
Bravura Media, the campaign resulted in over 2 million social media impressions, driving over
40,000 people to visit the website. Please let us know your experience with DSPOhio and
whether you have interviewed or hired anyone through the website since September.

BEST Implementation: We are still gathering member feedback on Basic Employment Skills
Training (the 'new' Voc Hab). To take our 5-question survey, click here.

Memo Monday: DODD's weekly memo included updates on the Medicaid Services System
(MSS), Ohio Tobacco Laws, the upcoming dates to "flip" site to the Monthly Rate Calculator
(MRC) and end-of-year updates for ICFs. To read the memos, click here.

Single Plan Update: Earlier this week, DODD provided an update on the workgroup
developing a single, statewide ISP. To read the update, click here (Featuring a post-meeting
interview with Scott, also linked below).

OOD Summer Youth Training: Today OOD announced upcoming trainings for providers of
Summer Youth Work Experiences. Per OOD: "OOD will be conducting our annual Summer
Youth training, which covers Summer Youth requirements and best practices for providers.
The training will be online, using GoTo Training. Providers should spell out the full name of
their organization, e.g. Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation instead of BVR." The training will
be held on January 8, 2020, with two session options to choose from, 9-11 am or 1-3pm. To
register for the training, click here.

MultiMedia

So the concern right now is
still that the assessment is

Scott's post-meeting interview with DODD regarding progress made in the statewide service
plan workgroup.
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https://twitter.com/OhioProviderRA
https://www.facebook.com/OhioProviderResourceAssociation/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb-jIZqNsmWWnMvdDP746cw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb-jIZqNsmWWnMvdDP746cw
http://www.opra.org/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MN2B3M9
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Memos----December-2.html?soid=1115317899585&aid=agfeonCiSX8
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Ohio-ISP-Workgroup-Recap.html?soid=1115317899585&aid=f6CHT1eh7v4
https://attendee.gototraining.com/rt/9129323513478525954
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vTOD7hEcC_M&feature=youtu.be

Staff Contacts

Pete Moore, President/CEO: Pmoore@opra.org

Contact For: General Assistance, ICF, Government Relations

OPRA Committees: Policy, ICF Committee

Statewide Workgroups: Waiver Workgroup, Wage Verification, OOD Council

Anita Allen, Vice President: Aallen@opra.org

Contact For: ICF, Residential Services, MUI, Quality Assurance, Human Resources

OPRA Committees: Program Directors, Member Services, Human Resources, Health Care
Statewide Workgroups: Provider Certification, Single ISP, ICF Quality Indicators, ICF Process

Christine Touvelle, Policy Analyst: Ctouvelle@opra.org

Contact For: General Medicaid, Government relations, EVV, Legislation/Policy, Rules
OPRA Committees: Facility-Free Workgroup

Statewide Workgroups: EVV Stakeholders, Central Ohio Transition

Scott Marks, Operations Director: Smarks@opra.org

Contact For: Adult Day Array, Employment Services, C3PO, Friday 5, Transportation
OPRA Committees: Day Array, Adult Day, Employment Services

Statewide Workgroups: BEST Implementation, Blueprint for Adult Day, Single ISP

Shane Schaefer, Events Director: sschaefer@opra.org
Contact For: Special Events, OPRA Conferences, Fundraisers

Sonya Summers, Member Communications Manager: Ssummers@opra.org

Contact For: Membership Administrative Support, Event/Training Registrations, OPRA
Website

OPRA Committees: Member Services

Please also contact Sonya with any updates to your membership information (change in
address, CEO, Phone numbers, etc...)

Rhonda Jacob, Office Assistant: Rjacob@opra.org
Contact For: Listserv and Basecamp support, general inquiries, OPRA schedules and
calendar




