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PATHS Specialized Certificate Course

Creating a Positive Culture in Our Work
Course Summary:  This course will provide candidates with opportunities to explore various belief systems regarding people with disabilities and to gain a new understanding about how to cultivate a positive, uplifting culture for all members of our communities.  Material presented will facilitate learning about basic human development and the conditions necessary for emotional health and personal growth. With a shared understanding of these basic needs, the group will explore the affects of trauma on the human spirit and personal development. The ultimate focus of the course will be on creating a culture that supports healthy relationships that are nurturing, accepting, and affirming for all. 
Additionally, information will be shared about the Positive Culture Initiative through the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities and the efforts currently underway to shift the field toward a more positive approach in supporting people with disabilities.   Examples of positive approaches will be explored, including the philosophy of “Capability Teaching” and Gentle “Teaching.” 
This course will set the stage for a personal journey of self-exploration and discovery.  It will give candidates an opportunity to challenge old belief systems, re-frame how they approach the people they support, and learn practical, day-to-day steps that can be taken to cultivate a positive experience in our communities.
Course Dates and Times:
October 25, 2010 – 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

November 5, 2010 – 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Candidate will be required to complete a homework assignment which will be due at the beginning of the second day of the course.
Course Instructors:  Roger Fortener, Ph.D., Kate Graber, and Scott Osterfeld, M.S.

Location:  The two class sessions will be held at the Columbus Center for Human Services which is located at 540 Industrial Mile Road, Columbus, Ohio 43228.
Course Fee:   The cost of this course is $250.00 made payable to OADSP.  If you send two people, the third person attends at no charge.
Registration Information:  Submit the following information by October 21, 2010 via e-mail to Scott Osterfeld, OADSP Operations Administrator, at sosterfeld@cinci.rr.com or via telephone at 513-300-7038.   Please mail payments to OADSP, P.O. Box 9853, Cincinnati, Ohio 45209.  
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