Program Directors,
I am a clinical psychology graduate student at The Ohio State University, specializing in autism spectrum disorders and intellectual disability.  For my master’s thesis, I am conducting a study investigating the usefulness of screening measure, the Social Communication Questionnaire, to identify autism spectrum disorders in adults.  Dr. Betsey Benson, my advisor, is supervising this study.

Community awareness of the increasing rates of autism spectrum disorders among children has grown considerably over the past few years, but much less is known about the prevalence of this disorder in adults.  Thus, appropriate screening measures to identify and assess features of autism spectrum disorders in adults are needed.  My project is an attempt to fill this gap and meet the needs of this population by investigating one promising instrument that may efficiently and accurately identify adults in need of further assessment and treatment for autism spectrum disorders.

We are seeking your assistance in recruiting participants for this study.  The study consists of six questionnaires to be completed by a parent and/or a support professional of an individual with intellectual disability and/or an autism spectrum disorder, covering a broad range of behaviors and demographic information.  The questionnaires should require about 45 minutes to one hour of the rater’s time.  The Ohio State University Institutional Review Board has approved this research.

If you have any questions or would like results of the study once it is complete, please feel free to contact either researcher.  For additional questions or concerns, please contact the Office of Responsible Research Practices (ORRP) at 614-688-8457, located at 300 Research Foundation Building, 1960 Kenny Road, Columbus, OH, 43210-1063.

We are very appreciative of your time and energy.  This project would not be possible without your help!!

Sincerely,

Whitney Brooks. B.A.
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