Information for use February 1 - March 3, 2010
Planning for 

Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month 

March 2010
The Ohio Statehouse Atrium will host the annual kickoff celebration of Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month* (DD Awareness Month) on March 4, 2010, from 10 a.m. – noon.  “Just Like You”, the statewide theme for this year’s Awareness Month activities, encourages people to think about the similarities people have, rather than the differences, and encourages everyone to welcome people with disabilities into their communities as equal partners.
According to Lon Mitchell, president of Ohio Public Images (OPI), an information and advocacy organization promoting positive perceptions of people with disabilities, “It’s been our experience that the celebration of DD Awareness Month always reinforces the fact that once we focus on abilities, we all can be more productive and comfortable with each other. By welcoming people with disabilities as equal partners -- in the workforce, in schools, and in neighborhoods -- we all benefit.”
He continues, “The annual DD Awareness Month kickoff event at the Ohio Statehouse Atrium in Columbus offers an opportunity to encourage all Ohioans to gain a better understanding of the nearly 80,000 people in our state who receive Developmental Disabilities services.  In 2009 the event hosted more than 300 participants, and it is free and open to anyone with an interest in the statewide developmental disabilities community.”

Each year, OPI partners with Ohio’s Department of Developmental Disabilities (DODD), the Ohio Association of County Boards, and other stakeholders to organize the event. The program features comments from several groups and self advocates who demonstrate positive perceptions of people with disabilities in Ohio, as well as members of the General Assembly and other Ohio officials.  In 2009 Governor Ted Strickland addressed this event, and his support for the developmental disabilities community was warmly received.
For more information about Ohio’s Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month activities, contact Sherry Steinman at (614) 644-0262, email sherry.steinman@dodd.ohio.gov, or visit the OPI website at www.publicimagesnetwork.org . 

*Formerly ‘Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities (MRDD) Awareness Month’.

Look for more details on DD Awareness Month activities during February and March in DODD’s Pipeline newsletter, archived at http://dodd.ohio.gov/publications/pipeline.htm 
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